
Bruce McConnell, vice president of the Fountaingrove II Open Space Maintenance Association, studies a bay laurel tree that tested negative
for sudden oak death while the same species of tree at left tested positive. The bay laurel acts as a carrier for the disease that is fatal to
some oak trees. (PD File, 2013)
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Sudden Oak Death Blitzes
will be conducted from now
through the end of May in
the greater San Francisco
Bay Area, with the Sonoma
County blitz on April 19 and
20.

Sonoma County volunteers
are expected to attend one
of four training sessions
April 19. The classes will
last about an hour, followed
by surveying and sampling
trees that day and the next.

The classes are at:

• Sebastopol Center for the
Arts, 282 South High St.,
Sebastopol, 9 a.m. to 10

Dozens of volunteers are expected to comb Sonoma County woodlands in

two weeks looking for the telltale signs of a tree killer.

They will be hunting for discolored leaves on bay laurels, evidence that

those trees harbor the sudden oak death pathogen, which has infected more

than 105,000 acres in the county.

Sudden oak death, discovered in Marin County in 1995, has killed more

than 3 million tanoak and oak trees in 15 counties from from Monterey to

Humboldt, according to UC Berkeley's Forest Pathology Laboratory.

Taking advantage of what is expected to be another dry spring, the lab is

focusing its seventh annual Sudden Oak Death Blitz on pinpointing the bay

trees that are “reservoirs” of the pathogen, a fungus-like microbe called

Phytophthora ramorum.

“We can only determine if there are reservoir trees over a few dry years,”

said Lisa Bell, Sonoma County's sudden oak death program coordinator.

Removing those trees could curb the spread of the pathogen, which has

infected only 12 percent of the susceptible habitat, said Matteo Garbelotto,

head of the Berkeley lab.

The SOD Blitz in Sonoma County will be conducted April 19 and 20 and

results will be posted in the fall on the SODMAP, a Google Earth map with

overlays that currently shows the results of blitzes each year from 2008 to

New effort to track Sudden Oak Death in Sonoma
County

Most Read Stories Today This Week

Homelessness in Sonoma County

North Bay's extreme drought

Rancho meat recall

The Andy Lopez case

Boy kil led in head-on crash on Highway 121 near

Napa

Police identify man who died during Santa Rosa

arrest

100 arrested in Southern California brawl (w/video)

Bay Area woman missing in Marin County

Sonoma Film Festival captivates fi lm-lovers

Complete Coverage

ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED JOBS CARS REAL ESTATE VISIT SONOMA

HOME NEWS OPINION SPORTS BUSINESS WINE COUNTRY LIFE ENTERTAINMENT FIND EVENTS Search SEARCH

Login |  Subscribe |  Read Today's Paper

A Sonomawood success
story

Boy killed, Pawlcyn
among 4 injured in Hwy.
121 crash

Golden Gate Bridge tolls
rise $1 (w/video)

2 new pings sound 'just
like' black box beacons
(w/video)

63° Sunny

http://www.pdmediasource.com/advertising/
http://classifieds.pressdemocrat.com/
http://northbay.monster.com/
http://pdcars.pressdemocrat.com/
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/realestate
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/visit
http://pressdemocrat.com/
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/news
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/opinion
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/sports
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/business
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/winelife
http://pressdemocrat.com/section/entertainment
http://events.pressdemocrat.com/
https://dpw1.pressdemocrat.com/login.aspx?SentFromUrl=http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140405/articles/140409713#page=0
https://dpw1.pressdemocrat.com/login.aspx?SentFromUrl=http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140405/articles/140409713#page=0
https://dpw1.pressdemocrat.com/login.aspx?SentFromUrl=http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140405/articles/140409713#page=0
http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140406/articles/140409674
http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140407/articles/140409659
http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140407/wire/140409662
http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140407/wire/140409664
http://pressdemocrat.com/
https://dpw1.pressdemocrat.com/login.aspx?SentFromUrl=http://pressdemocrat.com/article/20140405/articles/140409713#page=0


a.m.

• Spring Lake Park
Environmental Discovery
Center, 5585 Newanga Ave.,
Santa Rosa, 9 a.m. to 10
a.m.

• Cloverdale Historical
Society, 215 N. Cloverdale
Blvd., Cloverdale, 11 a.m. to
noon.

• Sonoma Community
Center, 276 East Napa St.,
Sonoma, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.

For more information on the
classses, contact Lisa Bell,
Sonoma County's sudden
oak death program
coordinator, at
lkbell@ucdavis.edu.

In Mendocino County, there
are two classes prior to
blitzes the same weekend:

• April 18 — California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife conference

• April 19 — North Gualala
Water Company meeting
room, 38958 Cypress Way,
Gualala, 10 a.m.

For information, contact
Lori Hubbart at
lorih@mcn.org.
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Volunteers in last year's blitz tagged about 400 bay trees in 16 Bay Area

communities, including Sonoma County, with the intention of checking

them again this year, Bell said.

Last year, with just 6.71 inches of rain from January to June in Santa Rosa,

the blitz found an 11.8 percent drop in Sonoma County's rate of sudden oak

death infection, compared with 2012.

Santa Rosa has received about double that amount since Jan. 1 this year,

but more than 9 inches fell in February, while just 2.38 inches fell in March.

Experts believe the pathogen rides wet spring winds from unharmed host

bay trees to four types of oak trees — including coast live oak and black oak

common to Sonoma County — as well as tanoaks, which are not a true oak.
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